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PREFACE

The Sikh religion, started by Guru Nanak Sahib is the name of a complete and
future-oriented culture. On a canvas of 500 years of history, this religion has
given birth to many customs, traditions, doctrines and institutions. These
traditions include martyrdom, Kirtan (Ragas), Sangat-Pangat/Langar,
Gurdwaras and more. These traditions manifest across the globe in the same
way and spirit as it was during the times of the Gurus, under their guidance
and patronage.

There is no doubt that with the passage of time and because of a drastic
change in circumstances, some of these traditions have been dimmed out of
the consciousness of the Sikhs, one of which is the scholarly work of the Sikhs
or shall we say, the knowledge-building Sikh tradition.

Sikh scholars have not been able to be a part of Sikh sub-consciousness, in
the same manner as our martyrs, Kirtaniyas or those deeply spiritually-
inclined.

Today, the world is revolving around knowledge and wisdom. It is not our
present intention to describe the situation of the Sikhs in this context.
Presently, our clear intention is to demonstrate that just like all other
traditions of martyrdom, Kirtan, Langar, Gurdwara customs and institutional
traditions, the Sikh scholarly tradition is also alive and encompasses excellent
paths.

On the historic occasion of the 550 years of the founder of the Sikh faith -Guru
Nanak Sahib, the Guru Nanak Institute of Global Studies, Canada, was
formed as a non-profit body, to serve as a secondary educational institution
for study and research. The GNI will look at the evolving challenges to
humanity and is committed to considering possible positive contributions and
interventions from the Sikh community.

As a starting point, the current project involves the honour of 30 eminent Sikh
personalities. For this, 30 personalities have been identified, who may be old
in age and may not find much mention in the history pages of Punjab, who
are mostly retired from the earlier academic pursuits, but whose lives and
humility is to be cherished by one and all.

They have spent the glorious years of their lives on the historical land of
Punjab, imbibed its rich traditions and stayed completely dedicated to
upholding mother tongue Punjabi and the ideals of Gursikhi.

Due to reasons of time, place and efforts, this is only a humble beginning and







Principal Swaran Singh Ji Chuslevad

Date of Birth: 11 August 1930

Place of Birth: Village Chuslevad, Tarn Taran
Mother: Bibi Balwant Kaur Ji

Father: S. Arjan Singh Ji

Services: Retired as Captain in Army (1970); History and English teaching (19
years); Principal (10 years) at Sri Guru Harkrishan Public School, Patti (Taran Taran).

Biography: Principal Swaran Singh's forefathers moved from Khadoor Sahib
to the village Chuslevad during the times of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur. He has a
good knowledge of Punjabi, Hindi, English, Urdu, Farsi, Pashto and Balochi. He has
memorised the entire text of the sacred Koran. Since his retirement, he continues to
delve into research in Sikh history. He has painstakingly transcripted numerous
documents/manuscripts from public libraries in Pune, Patna, Aligarh and other
cities. From the old libraries of Afghanistan, he has transcripted many documents
related to Sikh history and has bought many books and manuscripts from
booksellers after paying hefty prices demanded by them.

Principal Swaran Singh has a keen interest in the Sikh history of the 18th
century. He has dedicated his entire life towards the study of glorious Sikh historical
traditions, events, holocausts, martyrs, and spiritualists. Apart from depending upon
historical records, he has an eye for local traditions, which enables him to make a
considered decision about them.

He is perhaps the first Sikh historian who in the sixties (1960-66) carried out a
massive research into those who were martyred during the Ghallugara -Holocaust,
by searching in the swamps and jungles of Kahnuwan. He unearthed the last
remains of the martyrs and preserved them so that there could be a DNA analysis to
easily trace the children and descendants of the martyrs. Similarly, he has collected
many documents relating to the bloodshed of the decade 1984-1995, but due to
passage of time, all of this has been almost lost. It is significant to note that at the
ripe age of 93 years, he steadfastly continues to write Sikh history, which he
embodies in his persona.

Major Publications:

mAtet Arar 37Et 379 fiw (1997); AAtET 3t 3o fiw = (1997); WA Juwz
3 F9dt T & (1997); wEed, fiy 3 I ugursr (2013); ufow
WBUTET(2018); Ffamit T8 IH o3 (2020)

Present Address: Village Chuslevad, Tehsil Patti, Tarn Taran Sahib
Contact No.: +91 88720 12635 5



Giani Swaran Singh Ji

Date of Birth: 16 March 1950

Place of Birth: Village Utalan, Ludhiana
Mother: Bibi Joginder Kaur Ji

Father: S. Gurdial Singh Ji

Services:

Giani Swaran Singh Ji was with Punjab and Sind Bank for 34 years. He retired on
March 31, 2010. From 1991 to 2018, for 27 consecutive years. He also served as
Reader and Interpreter of Gurbani at Jawaddi Taksal, Ludhiana.

Biography:

Giani Swaran Singh is a pearl amongst the old generation of Sikhs. He has
dedicated his entire life to Gurbani interpretation. He is of the firm belief that the
recitation of the sacred Bani of Guru Granth Sahib should be preserved as it is
preserved in its written format.

His contribution to the proper reading of Gurbani in the same tradition of the
Guru period will be remembered for a long time to come. From 11 to 15 October
2021, under the patronage of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, he led a five-day workshop on the
practical aspect of recitation of Japji Sahib at the Panth Rattan Jathedar Gurcharan
Singh Tohra Institute of Advanced Studies in Sikhism, Bahadurgarh, Patiala.

Self-evasive, quiet and totally committed to Gurbani Reading and
Interpretation, Giani Swaran Singh has a life-dream to revive this art as it was during
the times of the Gurus. Humble and polite, Bhai Swaran Singh has undertaken on-
foot tours of Takht Hazur Sahib, Takht Patna Sahib and other historical sites, not
once but many times.

Present Address:
House No. 699/1, Street No. 4,
Nirankari Mohalla, Millerganj, Ludhiana

Contact:
+91 94648 14821



Dr. Mohan Singh Ji '

Date of Birth: 15 July 1948

Place of Birth: Village Kokalpur, Gurdaspur)
Mother: Bibi Surjit Kaur Ji

Father: S. Mahain Singh Ji

Academic Qualification: M. Sc. (Mathematics), M. Phil., Ph.D.

Services:
Served as Professor in Government College, Ludhiana.

Biography:

An expert in Gurbani Grammar, Dr Swaran Singh Ji is 74 years old. He is a
student of science and has spent his life span studying and researching
Mathematics. Hailing from his humble abode in Village Kokalpur of Gurdaspur and
reaching the pinnacle of Mathematics research by achieving his Doctorate in
Philosophy in Mathematics, is tribute to his gigantic efforts and dedication.
Alongside teaching Mathematics, he has studied many religions of the world. He
retired as a Professor from Government College, Ludhiana.

For the last 10-12 years, he has dedicated himself to research in Gurbani
grammar. To explore the vastness of Gurbani grammar, apart from the study of the
Punjabi language, like a hard-working student, has studied Pali, Prakrit, Apbhransh,
Sanskrit, Farsi, Arabic, Sindhi, Multani, Marathi, Bengali and Gujarati. He is humble,
simple and serious-minded. He is an endearing person.

Major Publications:
Hies ges a2 (YRf3a), fenrags w3 fenragsa nive: 1t 319 4w Arfo
#t (f3nst nidts)

Present Address: House No. 1001, Street No. 4A,
Punjab Mata Nagar, Pakhowal Road, Ludhiana

Contact No. : +91 88475 50824
Email: mohansingh150748@gmail.com



S. Sukhdev Singh Laaj Ji

Date of Birth: 5 January 1945

Place of Birth: Sri Nankana Sahib, West Punjab
Mother: Bibi Lajwant Kaur Ji

Father: S. Jagat Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: Diploma in Civil Engineering, Ludhiana

Services:

Engaged in efforts to provide educational and other life-transforming facilities
for Sikligars, Vanjaras, Nanakpanthis, and other backward classes (economic/social)
by putting in efforts to provide educational and other facilities to such families.
Currently, is the Chief Advisor of 'Bhai Ditt Singh Patrika'.

Biography:

Sukhdev Singh Ji was born in West Punjab and migrated to Ludhiana upon the
division of Punjab in 1947. He obtained a diploma in Civil Engineering from Guru
Nanak Engineering College, Ludhiana. He retired as Sub-Divisional Officer from the
Punjab State Electricity Board.

Since the last 50 years, he is dedicated to the amelioration of the life and times
of the Guru Nanak Naam Levas (Vanjaras, Sikligars, Lubanas and others). He has
contributed immensely in the opening of educational and technical education
institutions for the needy and those who have lagged behind. He has been
instrumental in making efforts to recognise and rekindle the pioneering efforts of
Giani Gurdit Singh Ji of the Singh Sabha movement. He yearns that all Gurdwaras
worldwide must contribute at least 5 percent of the offerings made by the Sangat for
the educational needs of the community.

He is currently devoted to the identification and honouring of various Guru
Nanak Naam Leva communities enshrined in Guru Granth Sahib. As he enters the
seventy-eighth year of his life, he has a life-time dream of ensuring that the entire
Khalsa Panth is educated by 2040.

Major Publications
& feAg oo Ut asf?n%éwémaa?m(zozl)

Present Address: House No. 167, Block 1,
Sarabha Nagar, Ludhiana

Contact: +91 99150 48864

Email: sukhdevsinghlaaj@gmail.com 8



Bhai Sahib Bhai Gurmej Singh Ji

Date of Birth: 10 September 1940
Place of Birth: Village Bazidpur,
Jalandhar/Navan Shahr

Mother: Bibi Raj Kaur Ji

Father: S. Parsa Singh Ji

Educational Qualification:
He completed his education at Central Khalsa Orphanage, Amritsar. It was here
that he was trained in Kirtan and Braille by S. Brij Lal Singh.

Services:

From 1958-1960, he performed Kirtan at Gurdwara Nanaksar Sahib, Verka.
From 1960-1971, he performed Kirtan at a Gurdwara Sahib in Dehradun. From
1971-1998, he served as Hazuri Ragi Darbar Sahib, Harmandar Sahib, Amritsar.

Biography:

Bhai Gurmej Singh is a priceless pearl in the world of Gurbani Kirtan. The Sikh
Panth is consciously aware about the melodious and engaging Kirtan tradition of
Bhai Gurmej Singh. He has been the Hazuri Ragi of Darbar Sahib for many years.

His significant and priceless contribution is the transcription of Gurbani in the
Braille language for those who are visually challenged but desire to partake in the
teachings enshrined in Guru Granth Sahib. He has devoted more than a decade to
achieve this monumental task. The multi-volume Braille Guru Granth Sahib is now
available for the seekers of Gurbani wisdom.

Major Publications:

938 fsinizas: /t mat Arfas (1969); o2t Ht g 3ar garea # (1975);
fazdH @it (1979) YR maet fag3at (1981); »iAT &t =79 (1981); 34913 F&t
(@ 3731 (1981) »3 |t a9 g mfom t < Audt o3t o =9 fout few
faimizas |

Present Address: House No. 2, Rajinder Nagar,
Near Dhingra Hospital, Ajit Nagar, Amritsar

Contact No.: +91 9878081013, +91 98140 85992
Email: bhagattabla@gmail.com, harpreetsinghbhagat@ymail.com



S. Harvinder Singh Ji Khalsa

Date of Birth: 17 August 171958
Place of Birth: Bathinda
Mother: Bibi Harbans Kaur Ji
Father: S. Tara Singh Ji

Academic Qualification: M. A,, M. Phil. (Punjabi)

Services:

Harvinder Singh Ji Khalsa has served as a member of the All India Sikh Studies
Federation and the Sikh History Research Board of the Shiromani Gurdwara
Management Committee, Amritsar, as well as various Centenary celebration
committees.

Biography:

Harvinder Singh Khalsa is a witness to the political events of the last 20 years of
contemporary history of the Sikhs and Punjab. His life has been a relentless struggle
on many fronts. The ideologue that he is, he continues to read, write and be
engaged with the present situation of the Khalsa Panth. He is regular contributor to

Punjabi newspaper and magazines.

His home houses an archive of the legacy and heritage of the Sikhs. Eventually
leading to the possible creation of a Heritage Village, he has a vast collection of
current and past Sikh scholars and activists. He has penned many books.

Major Publications:
@ feat ¥ TTHIS; FdI3 99 ¥79T; U9H GU 56T Wi3TE ~A1d9H AITd |

Present Address:
House No. A-24, Kartar Colony, Goniana Road, Bathinda
Contact No.: +91 98155 33725
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| Prof. Kulwant Singh Ji |

Date of Birth: 4 August 1944

Place of Birth: Village Khera, Mohali
Mother: Bibi Naseeb Kaur Ji

Father: S. Dalip Singh Ji

Academic Qualification: M. A. (English), M. Phil., P.E.S.

Services:

34 years Research (English), Government College, Sector-11, Chandigarh;
Former editor of the quarterly journal Abstract of Sikh Studies, a publication of
Institute of Sikh Studies, Kanthala, Chandigarh.

Biography:

Prof. Kulwant Singh, in association with late Dr Kharak Singh has been the
pioneering spirit behind the activities of the Institute of Sikh Studies, Chandigarh. He
has collected numerous Gurmukhi resources of Sikhism and in the light of Sikh
principles has presented them in a poetic form in English. The unique style, beauty of
his works will impact generations to come..

By presenting the work of Bhai Sena Singh -Sri Guru Sabha and Rattan Singh
Bhangu’s work Sri Guru Panth Prakash in verse in English, he has brought laurels to )
the Khalsa Panth. |

He is a polite, humble, seriously-minded and sincere teacher. Presently, he is
occupied with translating Nitnem into English.

Major Publications:
English Translation in Verse: Sri Gur Panth Parkash (1841) by Rattan Singh
Bhangu (in two volumes); Sri Guru Sobha (1711) by Kavi Sainapat

Present Address: House No. 732, Face 3B-1, Mohali

Contact No.: +91 98150 47866
Email: kulwantggs@gmail.com
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Dr. Dharam Singh Ji, Amritsar

Date of Birth: 5 May 1940

Place of Birth: Cillage Kale Ghanupur,
Near Chheharta, Amritsar

Mother: Bibi Surjit Kaur Ji

Father: S. Banta Singh Ji

Academic Qualification: M. A. (Punjabi); Ph.D.

Services:

Multi-talented Dr Dharam Singh has rendered yeoman service as a researcher
at the Guru Nanak Dev University as Professor and Head (Punjabi School of
Research), Dean, Faculty of Languages, Member, Syndicate Research Committee
and Chairperson, Bhagat Namdev Chair .

Biography:

Dr Dharam Singh completed his Masters in Punjabi from Khalsa College,
Amritsar in 1972. In 1976 he obtained Doctorate in Punjabi Language from the
Literature and Culture Department of the Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar.

An expert in Punjabi calligraphy works, Dr Dharam Singh has devoted his entire
life towards the study and research of Punjabi/Gurmukhi. He has seen and handled
many studies in this area since the last four decades. He is an institution in Punjabi
literature of the mediaeval times. His books on History of Punjabi Literature are
textbooks for students of Bachelor or Arts and Master of Arts in many universities.
Since the last five years, this humble and serene personality has kept the flag of
mother tongue Punjabi flying sky high.

Major Publications:

Tt AU~ 8 nidga3Ha niftoils (1981); Haadls drrst Arfas: Jani3
AI3 (1998); Yrmet ¥ = fef3am (2004); 39 e Afow: Auws w fuges
(2006); Unrdt 87 Hedg (FU=s 2008), nife |

Present Address: House No. 110, Rose Avenue,
Ram Tirath Road, Amritsar
Contact No.: +91 98889 39808
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Baba Balbir Singh Ji Khadur Sahib

Date of Birth: 15 April 1944

Place of Birth: Village Maluwal, Amritsar
Mother: Bibi Niranjan Kaur Ji

Father: S. Ghasita Singh Ji

Services:

Baba Balbir Singh Ji served as a soldier in the Border Security Force from 1963
to 1991. Presently working selflessly through Kar Sewa in the care of the natural
environment at Khadur Sahib.

Biography:

Born in a humble family of farmers, he passed his matriculation examination
from Janta High School, Bhakna Kalan, Sri Amritsar. Fulfilling his family duties, he
worked hard and joined the Border Security Forces (BSF) on 7 May 1963. He spent a
lot of time in the armed forces. On 30 September 1991, he retired from BSF as
Subedar. Soon after, he came in contact with Baba Darshan Singh of Gurdwara Bir
Baba Buddha Ji. Here he rendered selfless service for nearly 8 years.

For environment protection, he joined the Kar Sewa activities at Khadur Sahib.
He is a very warm and affectionate person. He is very fond of reading and learning.
While reading books, he delves deep into historical facts and events.

He is fond of writing poetry for protection of the environment. Saving the
environment is the mission of his life to which he has been dedicated for the last
many years. His contribution to the Save the Environment campaign of Kar Sewa
Khadur Sahib since 1999 is exemplary. He has been part of this since its inception.

He immensely loves trees. He not only loves plants, but also has knowledge
about each one of them. He knows the ingredients of many vernacular medicines..
Dedicated to the love of nature and the Sikh way of life, associating with him brings
eternal joy.

Major Publications:
TITIE AS'S AU (e Halfa, 2022)

Present Address : Gurdwara Kar Sewa Khadur Sahib, Tarn Taran
Email: nsikhi@yahoo.in, karsewakhadursahib@gmail.com
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Dr. Paramyjit Singh Ji Sidhu

Date of Birth: 11 January 1952
Place of Birth: Village Dodhar, Moga
Mother: Bibi Dalip Kaur Ji

Father: Dr. Gurdev Singh Ji

Services:
Lecturer, Guru Nanak Dev University (1978-1986); Reader, Guru Nanak Dev
University (1986-1998); Professor, Guru Nanak Dev University (1998-2014).

Academic Qualification:
M. A. Anthropological Linguistics, M. A. Punjabi, Ph.D., Diploma in French.

Biography:

Committed to research and teaching in Punjabi, Dr. Paramjit Singh Sidhu enjoys
a special status as a Punjabi language scientist and lexicographer. His entire
academic career has been focussed on serving mother tongue Punjabi and taking
the science of the Punjabi language to an exalted status.

Apart from Punjabi, he has a good understanding of English, Hindi, French and
Sanskrit. While he is a very good researcher and scholar, he is a very popular
teacher too and this is recognised by all his students. He lives a simple life, loves
Punjabi and Gursikhi and is a loving and serious-minded teacher,

Major Publications:

Ha= fefamis 3 fefomis (1988); Urrdt @&l 5ar3 (1991); IHaT @™
3 Jrrsft aHadT (1995); BuHat ATfas: ums 3 y=es (Af., 2005); JIHZ I S
e (2010); FEe: Ha®Y 3 AU (2012)

Present Address: House No. 410,

Phase 1-B, Urban Estate, Patiala

Contact No.: +91 98550 57639, 0175 2282574
Email: dr.pssidhu@gmail.com
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Dr. Sarabjit Kaur Ji Sandhanwalia

Date of Birth: 1 August 1955
Place of Birth: Nabha, Patiala
Mother: Bibi Ranjit Kaur Ji
Father: S. Balwant Singh Ji

Academic Qualification:
M. Sc. (Botany), Ph.D., M. A. (Punjabi, English, Sociology, Philosophy, Music,
Education, and Psychology)

Services:
She has worked in the fields of teaching, research, sociology and environment
throughout her career.

Biography:

Dr Sarabjit Kaur Sandhawanlia is a determined Sikh personality, dedicated to
humankind, who throughout her life has remained associated in a vast variety of
fields from study, teaching, research and social service.

She is keenly interested in the field of education. It is this bent of mind and
devotion that has led her to do Masters in various disciplines.

Punjabi newspapers are decorated with her articles and poems in mother
tongue Punjabi, which are an expression of her love for Punjab. She has participated
ininnumerable debates and discussions on radio, television and other media.

While teaching Botany, she fell in love with plants and this is reflected in her
poems. .She is researching the effect of music on plants. She has reviewed many
books. This unique personality has now dedicated her services to Gurdwara Sahib
Darbar Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Bulandpuri, Nakodar.

Major Publications:

Aie gaAt € §3dT (Ffe Aafa, 1996); A Joaat mmarg I (F93<, 1997);
&It BT HRE JH (934, 1998); 316 e yerfe ¥ (934, 2022) nirfe Yy
YRSE ARSI 11 YRS »i3 100 3 0 A U3I < 58 751

Present Address: Darbar Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji,
Bulandpuri Sahib, Near Mehatpur, Tehsil Nakodar, Jalandhar
Contact No: +91 98147 16367
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Bhai Harmsimran Singh Ji

Date of Birth: 4 August 1950
Place of Birth: Ludhiana

\ Mother: Bibi Balwant Kaur Ji
\ | Father: S. Kartar Singh Ji

Academic Qualification: M. A. (Political Science), L. L.B.

Services:
Struggle for human freedom, teaching, research, philosophy and doctrinal
analysis.

Biography:

Bhai Harsimran Singh’s life is that of a struggling yet brave person. He is not
only a witness to the last five decades of contemporary history but has also been a
part of it. He has seen many a strife during this period. He is a Sikh thinker of repute,
relentlessly writing about the Sikh doctrine with a contemporary angle.

Dedicated to uphold the authority of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, he endeavours for the
creation of an order which finds roots in the Anandpur Sahib of Guru Gobind Singh.

Major Publications:
fing fews 2025; fermvme: SR 5e8; »ias 3u3 Afoy ©tf 89 ferst;
Alternative State and Global Order

Present Address: Center for Panthic Creativity,

Ward No. 8, Sri Dasmesh Academy Road, Sri. Anandpur Sahib
Contact: +91 9872591713

Email: harsimrans94@gmail.com
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Dr. Sukhdial Singh Ji




Principal Prabhjot Kaur Ji_ d

Date of Birth: 16 October 1949
Place of Birth: Ludhiana
Mother: Bibi Kuldeep Kaur Ji
Father: S. Gurbachan Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: M.A. (English), M.Phil

Biography:

In the field of Sikh literature, Principal Prabhjot Kaur needs no introduction.
Spanning over 33 years, she has had a chequered career as a teacher and principal
of famous institutions like Gurmat College, Patiala and Government College for
Women, Ludhiana. She has written, translated and edited 12 books in English and
Punjabi. She has published 50 research papers in various magazines and journals.

She has edited the research journal Abstract Sitch Studies of the Institute of
Sikh Studiies, Chandigarh for a period of three years.

Currently she looks after the promotion of literature and some administrative
tasks of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Sri Amritsar, Institute of Sikh
Studies, Chandigarh, Gurmat Sewa Society, Kharar, Mohali and many other Sikh
institutions.

She is an epitome of humility, a role model to young Sikh women. She presently
serves as the Director of Gurmat Prasar Sewa Society, Mohali.

Major Publications:

g3ta FBuat, famrms fgamar (Futes); Women's Liberation through the Prism
of Sikh Faith; Sikhism in Brief (Translation); Role and Status of Women in Sikhism:
Women'’s Liberation Movement and Gurmat; Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji; Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji, Badshah Darvesh Guru Gobind Singh: Guru Panth and Guru Granth, etc.

Current Address: House No. 3307,
Sector 19-D, Chandigarh.

Contact No: +91 98159 03453
E-mail: prabhjotkaur1949@gmail.com
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Dr. Amarjeet Kaur Ji Iban Kalan

Date of Birth: 22 August 1948

Place of birth: Village, Hadaipura, Amritsar | 5 = <
Mother: Harnam Kaur Ji Vs

Father: S. Fauja Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: M.A. (Punjabi, Religious Studies), Ph.D.

Biography:

Dr. Amarjit Kaur is an eminent Sikh personality, who has spent her life in
academic pursuits and religious service. Her key contribution is in the areas of Sith
Bungas (minarets) and especially life. times of Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia.

Like all people of eminence, she is polite and humble. She has done exemplary
work in preserving the glorious heritage through her sociological surveys and tours
of historical villages, cities and towns (Bir Boba Buddha, Sur Singh, Kamboki, Batola,
Blaini Araiyan, Village Boka, Patti, etc.).

An institution in her own right, Kaur continues her writings and research with
love and devotion.

Major Publications:

$3 g3 741 a1 nie® (fef3am gar anarghorm); Ay fefsaom &tz arar ger
mrfag #t; vifizre 7 e fefsofra fils e fitw; fefsom goemmer it &9
il

Present Address:
Ibbann Kalan, Jhabbal Road, Amritsar
Contact No.: +91 97806 35197
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Dr. Baldev Singh Ji Cheema

Date of birth: 10 February 1957
Place of Birth: Samana, Patiala
Mother: Bibi Pyar Kaur Ji
Father: S. Partap Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: M. A. (Punjabi), M. Phil., Ph.D.

Biography:

Dr Baldev Singh Ji Cheema is a prolific writer. The difficult domain of linguistics
and grammar are his forte. He finds an exalted status amongst Punjabi language
scientists.

He specialises in understanding Punjabi sentence sequence patterns. Being a
Punjabi Language scientist, there are only a few people who know of him as a great
poet. He is able to add flavour to an otherwise technical subject making it readily
understandable and without much of a bother.

His work, ‘Gurbani’ Sarbangi Grammar (10 Volumes) ’ has added a new chapter
in the sphere of Sikh academics.

Apart from many major publications to this credit, The Guru Nanak Shabad
Kosh (Encyclopaedia) , the Roop Parband of the language of Guru Nanak’s Bani in
Guru Granth Sahib and the Primer of Nanak Bani Patti are in the works.

He is dedicated to the technical and knowledge-based advancement of Punjabi.
History will remember him for his exemplary contribution to Punjabi academics.

Major Publications:
Ut Ta-fe@3 (1989), vardt wT v feniags w3 3w fefymrs

(331 FEE=E T ferr am) (2000), dArst T-ydu: 9239 3 a97 (2004),
HY-H9 (fe Hqfa) (2008), H#t 39 da Arfos: Far3 »i= uATs (2008), Hoarst
Urrt mEeTest 3 mEE-gut ¥ RS (JU,EES3T 3 yIaH) (2013), JEE T
Aggtat fenrargE (10 3791 (2014-16)

Present Address: House No. 1, Salaria Vihar, Patiala
Contact No: +91 98883 43807
E-mail: cheemapunjabi@gmail.com
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Giani Surinder Singh Ji Nimana

Date of Birth: 5 October 1953
Place of Birth: Batala, Gurdaspur
Mother: Bibi Amar Kaur Ji
Father: S. Amar Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: M. A. (Punjabi, Hindi, English)

Services:

He has served as a teacher for long in schools and colleges of Batala, Assistant
Editor and Proofreader of monthly publications of SGPC -Gurmat Parkash and
Gurmat Gian.

Biography:

Giani Surinder Singh Ji Nimana is not only humble in name but humility runs
through his character and is manifested in his day to day life. Guru Sahib has
blessed him with a lot of glory and honour. He is a simple and content person.

Dedicated to the Punjabi language and Panthic work, his scholarly pen has
summarised many books to make it easier for the common man to read and
comprehend.

Serving for a long period in Gurmat Parkash (Punjabi) and Gurmat Gian (Hindi),
Bhai Nimana Ji has wielded the power of his pen as a shield to protect Sikh doctrine.
His reviews of books stand out as independent articles. His articles published in
many newspapers and magazines demonstrate his commitment towards Gursikhi,
Punjab and Punjabi.

Major Publications:
Het SSoft et (B Hapfo); foras rst s (fasmasm)

Present Address:

Quarter No. 5, Hansli Quarters, New Tehsilpura, Amritsar
Contact No. :91 8872735111

E-mail: surindersinghnimana@gmail.com
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Dr. Jasbir Singh Ji Sabar

Date of Birth: 19 November 1942
Place of Birth: Village Talagang,
Kaimbalpur, West Punjab

Mother: Bibi Mahinder Kaur Ji
Father: S. Sher Singh Ji

Services:

Teaching work, Professor and Head, Guru Nanak Studies Department, Guru
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, Presently Chief Editor of Chief Khalsa Diwan
publications -Nirguniara and Khalsa Advocate.

Biography:

Dr. Jasbir Singh Sabar is an eminent scholar of Sikh Studies. He is a prime
witness to the developments in academics spanning the last half a century. Dr Jasbir
Singh Sabar, who is a key source of oral history of education of Punjab, has seen
many ups and downs in his life. He has been associated for a long time with premier
Sikh institutions -Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and Chief Khalsa
Diwan. He has compiled many anthologies of research, amongst which his work on
Bhagat Ravidas Jiis appreciable.

- hout his life at the University, he has contributed immensely to research
in ies, and teaching Gurmat Sangeet.

This humble, resolute and persevering personality continues his work in the
areaof Punjabilanguage, Sikh Studies, teaching and research.

Major Publications:

I ITHEH : {ies I 996T; I3 SfeeH: H3 UR3R; fimis g3sst: fig
dmfe AgU 3 Hees, mife | g2 (2023) 3 Sarsar 36 Hisx m3 Rufex yRset
U A T | 100 3 BT u/aR UST Y3 T8 T3 |

Present Address: House No. 13, Guru Tegh Bahadur Nagar,
Near Khalsa College, Amritsar

Contact No: +91 98884 60180

Email: htschd@gmail.com
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~S. Amarjeet Singh Ji Dhawan

Date of Birth: 1 April 1941

Place of Birth: Village Fateh Jang, West Punjab
Mother: Bibi Ishar Kaur Ji

Father: S. Gurmukh Singh Ji Dhawan Ji

Educational Qualification: M.A. (English, Hindi)

Services:
Teaching, Retired, Life Insurance Corporation of India

Biography:

Amarijit Singh Ji Dhawan is proficient in Punjabi, English, Sindhi, Hindi, Farsi
and Sanskrit. He is fully dedicated to the cause of serving mother tongue Punjabi
even though he has been a Hindi teacher throughout his life. He has single-handedly
fought the heritage battle for the proper and corrected version of Mahan Kosh and to
a very large extent he has been successful.

With unflinching faith in Gurbani and understanding the subtleties of
lexicography, Amarjeet Singh Dhawan has a mission in his life to standardise and
preserve the purity of all Sikh historical/heritage Granths in reference to Mahan
Kosh. He is a serious thinker, soft spoken and deeply worried about the current
situation of the Sikhs. Sardar Dhawan is nowadays immersed in the world of

lexicography.

Major Publications:

At 7yt Touz (fF); Urrdt gataafiet enmar yarfis wars am @ niarost
AAgSE Tt 879 faset w3 {5t Araes & ufod fise @ nisee feu oS
3 Y. BEHET UIATH Joeed o At ursa e darst nigee -m§ fifdt
e’ 2 fredu 35|

Current Address: House No. 3338,
Sector 35-D, Chandigarh

Contact No.: +91 9814043338
Email: ajsindh@gmail.com
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Dr. Nazar Singh Ji

Date of Birth: 13 August 1951

Place of Birth: Village Khoonan Khurd, Muktsar
Mother: Bibi Bhagwan Kaur Ji

Father: S. Balwant Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: M.A. M.Phil., Ph.D. (History)

Services:
Teacher, Professor of History, Punjabi University, Patiala

Biography:

Lost somewhere in the pages of history, Dr Nazar Singh is a dedicated Sikh
scholar in history of contemporary Punjab is an honourable persona. His entire life
has been devoted to the reading, teaching and researching of the history of Punjab.

A serious thinker and expert in doctrinal studies, he is the new generation of
Sikh historians. His research into the legacy of education in Punjab has become a
repository of historical facts and has proved that the educational legacy of Punjab is
no less than that of any other legacy in the world.

He is very modest and prefers anonymity. Whatever work he has done makes
for a new chapter in the writing ofthe history of Punjab.

Major Publications:
Delhi and Punjab: Essays in History and Historiography (1995); Understanding
History and Religion-The British Sikh Studies, Since 1805 (2013)

Present Address: House No. 3022,

Urban State, Phase 2, Patiala
Contact No: +91 94655 96661
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Giani Sahib Singh Ji Markanda

Date of Birth: 5 May 1941

Place of Birth: Village Baghan Wali Gharyal,
Sheikhupura, West Punjab

Mother: Bibi Igbal Kaur Ji

Father: S. Mela Singh Ji

Educational Qualification:
Basic study in Punjabi and Urdu and Course in Gurmat Studies

Services:

Gurdwara Mastgarh Sahib, Shahabad, Granthi Singh 1956-66; Gurdwara Guru
Nanak Darbar, Shahabad, 1966-to the present; Establishment of the Guru Nanak
Mission Vidyalaya, and teaching there for the last 40 years.

Biography:

Giani Sahib Singh was initiated into the Sikh way of life by his parents. He
acquired basic knowledge of Punjabi and Urdu in Ambala. He studied Gurmat and
Gurbani at the Kalghidar Missionary College, Village Cheema, Sangrur under the
tutelage of Sant Teja Singh Ji, a student of Sant Attar Singh Mastuana.

Thereupon he returned to Shahbad where he served as Granthi Singh of the
Gurdwara Mastgarh Sahib, administered by the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee, from 1956 to 1966. Subsequently, from 1966 to the present, for more
than half a century he served at Gurdwara Guru Nanak Darbar, Shahbad.

Alongside, he founded the Guru Nanak Mission Vidyalaya, Shahabad where he
has taught hundreds of students the fundamentals of Sikhi, for more than 40 years.

Giani Ji is a key exponent of Gurbani and Gurmat. He is often seen at Gurdwara
Manji Sahib, Amritsar, Gurdwara Bangla Sahib, Delhi and at various Gurdwaras
across the world, rendering exposition of Gurmat.

Humble and soft-spoken, Giani Ji’s entire life is a tale of working for the Khalsa
Panth with a missionary zeal. Acting as an institutionalised watchdog, he has stood
like a rock to propagate and uphold the Panth-recognised Sikh Rehat Maryada -the
Sikh Code of Conduct. Outside the state of Punjab, he is the flagbearer of Punjabi
language and Sikhi.

Present Address: Gurdwara Guru Nanak Darbar,
Shahabad, Haryana
Contact No: +91 92150 32163
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Dr. Dharm Singh Ji, Patiala

Date of birth: 8 December 1947
Place of Birth: Handiaya, Barnala
Mother: Bibi Dhan Kaur Ji
Father: S. Gurdial Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: M.A. (English), M.Phl, Ph.D. (Religious Studies)

Services:
Professor and Editor, Department of Sikh Encyclopaedia, Punjabi University,
Patiala (1983-2007)

Biography:

Dr. Dharam Singh has devoted his entire life to Sikh academics. He has worked
diligently in the making of the Encyclopaedia of Sikhism (4 volumes) under late S.
Harbans Singh Ji. Apart from this, he has written many books and all his publications
are a reflection of the fundamentals of Gurmat and its translation. His Kirt is reading
and writing.

At the international level, his special contribution is his theory on the Sikh
viewpoint of Liberation Theology. He is working on the English translation of the
magnum opus of Prof. Sahib Singh -Sri Guru Granth Sahib Darpan (10 volumes).

Major Publications:

YHY Jg&=T : Sikh Theology of Liberation; Sikhism and Secularism; Sikhism:
Norm and Form; Dynamics of Social Thought of Guru Gobind Singh; Bhai Gurdas: An
English Adaptation of His Vars.

Typically silent and always at peace -Dr Dharam Singh is devotion personified.
Present Address: House No. 75, Urban Estate,
Phase 1, Patiala

Contact No.: +91 96465 23152
E-mail: sikhencypbi@yahoo.com

26




Giani Jaswant Singh Ji Parwana

Date of Birth: 1 September 1942
Place of Birth: Sri Amritsar
Mother: Bibi Tej Kaur Ji

Father: S. Mula Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: Matric

Services:
He has served as Granthi Singh at Darbar Sahib, Amritsar from 1985-87. He has
been a Gurbani exponent in 13 countries.

Biography:

He is widely known as an eminent Kathavachak -exponent of Gurbani. He
occupies a place of pride amongst Sikh Kathavachaks. He exemplifies himself
through his in-depth Gurbani interpretation and writings. He is popular amongst the
Sangat for his sweet-natured simple exposition style and mannerisms.

Rendering his thoughts of Gurbani in his God-fearing style, the Sikh way of life
is part and parcel of his daily life.

He has vast knowledge of Gurbani Sangeet and it is his mission to share the
knowledge and spirit of Gurmat and Gurmat Sangeet. He is a simple,
straightforward and faithful personality, loved and respected by all and occupies a
high pedestal amongst Sikh Katchavachaks.

Major Publications:
TN &, gata ufsn ufi; Tan € 99; B 3T »idr nigeth; Jouse
araret; Hies #3 Y il 1o =8; 313t foums wranr

Present Address: House No. 722,
Guru Tegh Bahadur Nagar, Jalandhar
Contact No: +91 98152 57221
Email: jsparwana@gmail.com
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S. Jaswant Singh Ji Issewal

Date of Birth: October 1946

Place of Birth: Village Issewal, Ludhiana
Mother: Bibi Kartar Kaur Ji

Father: S. Dulla Singh Ji

Services:
Sewadar, Gurmat Parkash and retired from Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee, Sri Amritsar

Biography:

He is a truthful and humble person who speaks little but yet says a lot. He has
written a heart-rending account of the Sikh genocidal events of June 1984 and
November 1984. He has written about the destruction of the family, economic, social
and cultural traditions of the Sikhs. With his limited resources and with age on his
wrong side, his writing about these terror-stricken times is a tribute to his dedication
and love for Sikhi.

Working for the publication Gurmat Parkash -published by the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, provided him a platform for expressing his
thoughts and ideas.

Significantly, he has not had any formal education, but devotion, hard work and
disjunct with his past, he self-trained in Gurmukhi and went on to write three books.

Major Publications:
iy Tuiz & arer; ity sReaHET: TuH win & of®; Ifmt feg =fir
Thes

Present Address: House No. 219, Street No. 5,
Shaheed Udham Singh Nagar, Sri Amritsar
Contact No.: +91 78883 49382
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Dr. Karnail Singh Ji Somal

Date of Birth: 28 September 1940

Place of Birth: Village Kalour, Fatehgarh Sahib
Mother: Bibi Surjit Kaur Ji

Father: S. Prem Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: M.A. (Punjabi and Hindi), Ph.D.

Services:
Punjabi Teacher, Government School, Language Expert Punjabi and Assistant
Director, Punjabi Vikas Kender, Punjab School Education Board, Mohali

Biography:

Dr Karnail Singh Somal is well-known an eminent writer of prose, children’s
literature, a researcher and teacher of repute. He has devoted his entire life to the
study, teaching and writing in mother tongue Punjabi and the study of Sikhi.

After clearing his tenth examinations, he acquired the Giani degree, then did
0.T. and B.Ed, serving many private schools as a Punjabi teacher.

In 1975, he joined the Punjab School Education Board as a language expert.
Subsequently he joined as assistant director the Punjabi Vikas Kender, started by
the Punjab School Education Board where he worked in devising syllabus for schools
and publication of textbooks.

Upon his retirement in 1998, he devoted his time to understanding the
contribution of eminent Sikh personalities of yore -Giani Dit Singh, Gurbaksh Singh
Kesri, Bhai Randhir Singh (research scholar) and others. In his travelogue, ‘Phullan
di Sair”, he has shared many personal experiences. Though not too well, he is a
picture of Chardikala and passionate about his writings.

M Publications:
gautg fiw; 37t fo3 fifw fomrdt; meaum fitw amet: #tes, 398 »i3
THAMS ; Hies garst & 38 H; A8 nmudt i f29; gor3 T us, A3 niggt ¥
319; fogst €t 391

Present Address: House No. 337, Phase-6

(Sector 56), Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar (Mohali)

Contact No: +91 98141 57137

Email: nbspta@gmail.com, nbspta@yahoomail.com
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Dr. Kashmir Singh Ji

Date of Birth: 17 August, 1947

Place of Birth: Village Van Chheddi, Amritsar
Mother: Bibi Niranjan Kaur Ji

Father: S. Puran Singh Ji

Services:

Teaching in various colleges/universities at Meerut, Kurukshetra, Himachal
Pradesh from 1972-74, followed by his long stint in the Law Department, Guru
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar Dr Kashmir Singh has served as Lecturer, Reader,
Professor and Head, Dean Faculty, from 1974 to 2009.

Biography:

Dr Kashmir Singh is an authority on law and related research. He has spent a
good part of his life studying and teaching law. His books, especially the
interpretation of the Sikh Gurdwara Act stand testimony to the fact that his work in
this area is unparalleled. His motto is to share knowledge and ideas about Gurdwara
management throughout India and the world.

A dedicated researcher, he is a warm and affectionate person. He is presently
engaged in understanding and making a comparative analysis of the Sikh Gurdwara
Act as a tool of Gurdwara management and how other communities manage their
religious institutions.

Major Publications:

Laws of Sikh Gurdwaras in India (2022); Commentary on the Sikh Gurdwaras
Act 1925; Delhi Sikh Gurdwaras: Law and Practice (2014); Law of Religious
Institutions: Sikh Gurudwaras (1989); Sikh Gurudwaras Legislation: All India
Perspective (second edition, 2023); Amendment of Sikh Gurdwaras Act 1925
relating to debarring of Sahajdharis in Gurdwara Elections.

Present Address: Village Sultanwind,

Baba Sulla Road, Sri Amritsar
Contact No: +91 76268 49464
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Dr. Kulwant Singh Ji

Date of Birth: 2, May 1941
Place of Birth: Village Jaito Sarja,
Batala, Gurdaspur

Mother: Bibi Jaswant Kaur Ji
Father: Sardar Pritam Singh Ji

Academic Qualification: M.A. (Punjabi), Ph.D.

Services:
Punjabi Teacher at Khalsa College, Amritsar, Journalism and Research Studies,
Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar, Librarian, Sikh Reference Librarian, Sri Amritsar

Biography:

Dr Kulwant Singh obtained his Masters in Punjabi in 1969 and in 1979 earned
his Doctorate in ‘The study of mythology in Vars of Bhai Gurdas’. He has had the
privilege to be a student of the famous Gurbani exponent Prof Sahib Singh Ji. He has
pioneered the study of Punjabi critique from an amalgamated East-West
perspective. Staying aloof from the world, Dr Kulwant Singh has made a mark in the
study of the Science of Mythology.

He has personally known the pain of the catastrophic events of 1947. He is
attempting to chronicle the pain of those times. He is humility personified and very
good to talk to.

Major Publications:

niftods 3 Tt 3Tet qEeH (1982); firm fefamrs 3 Arfoz (1985):
Unmt T9sa: A w3 fe8ara (1986); A. AT fitw: e 3 9oaT (1988): 1Y
HETS Et dimfe (Furfes, 1988)

Present Address: House No. 65,
Kabir Park, Amritsar

Contact No.: 91 9878561143
Email: kkau2018@gmail.com
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S. Kirpal Singh Ji Chandan

Date of Birth: 20 June 1945

Place of Birth: Village Maili Mahilpur, Hoshiarpur
Mother: Bibi Chanan Kaur Ji

Father: S. Ajit Singh ji

Educational Qualification: Graduation

Services:

Creator of Religious literature, editor, worked as Head of Sikh Missionary
College and Gurmat Literature Department, with full committment for several
years.

Biography:

Humble and devoted S. Kirpal Singh Chandan stands tall in the Panth for his
personality and contribution. He has spent his entire life devoted to the propagation
of the Sikh way of life -from house to house, from person to person.

Associated with many Panthic bodies, he has dedicated his life to promotion
and propagation of mother tongue Punjab and Gursikhi. Despite his failing health,
he continues to contribute to the management of the publication of the monthly
magazine Sikh Phulwari of the Sikh Missionary College. He is Chandan -literally
sandalwood -not justin name, butin deeds too.

Major Publications:
e amar 3 fAU’3 g9 ax o< #t; a9 dE Ao RIgSd 3 AIEeH

fegraura; fift -a<° @ar e gaw; a9 AfoaTs e ies, Farst e Hiws, fitdt &
HEY 3mer, 3793 ©f nret fee it e fdAr

Present Address: B-28/1346/1699, Sheikh Colony,
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar, Phase-3, Ludhiana
ContactNo: +91 99141 13213

E-mail: kirpalsinghchandan@gmail.com
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Dr. Nirbhai Singh Ji

Date of Birth: 9 August 1935
Place of Birth: Kotali Kalan, Mansa
Mother: Bibi Basant Kaur Ji
Father: S. Teja Singh Ji

Educational Qualification: M.A. (Philosophy), M.Phil., Ph.D.

Services:

Senior Fellow, Indian Council of Social Sciences Research (ICSSR), Senior
Fellow, Indian Institute of Advanced Studies, Shimla, Teacher, Philosopher, Punjabi
University Patiala’s Department of Religious Studies, Principal Gurmat College
Patiala.

Biography:

A pioneer in the presentation of Sikh philosophy in an international idiom, Dr
Nirbhai Singh Ji is a prominent Sikh personality in Sikh academia. His entire life has
been devoted to reading, teaching and writing about Sikh philosophy. As a teacher,
he is known as a strict disciplinarian, his pro-student stance and his commitment to
education.

After Dr Sher Singh (Gurmat Darshan), he has taken Sikh philosophy to new
heights at the international level by presenting the same in a systematic and
methodical manner.

He has a thorough understanding of Western and Indian philosophy. Making a
comparative analysis of the philosophy of various religions is his forte. His research
in the field of philosophy continues to this day.

Major Publications:

Philosophy of Sikhism (Reality and its Manifestations); Philosophical
Contributions of Bhaktas and Gurus to Indian Culture (ICSSR); The Sikh Vision of
Heroic Life and Death; 3313 AT JUa<d; HUT®IG JA13T 7 FAISt TIHG T

WIEs (1998)

Present Address: House No. 306, Street No. 7,
Jujhar Nagar, Patiala

Contact No.: + 91 9463940721

Email: nbspta@gmail.com
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Dr. Kulwinder Singh Ji Bajwa

Date of Birth: 16 July, 1951

Place of Birth: Village Bodhe di Khui, Batala, Gurdaspur
Mother: Bibi Gurcharan Kaur Ji

Father: S. Dalip Singh Ji Bajwa

Educational Qualification:
B. A. Honours (History), M. A. (History), Ph. D.

Services:

Research Associate and Lecturer (History Department), Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar; Prof Incharge, Sikh History Research Department, Khalsa
College, Amritsar, Associate Professor and Head, Punjab History Studies
Department, Punjabi University, Patiala; Member, Nanakshahi Calendar Committee
(2003), Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Sri Amritsar

Biography:

Bringing the archives of Sikh Historical Research into the academic arena, Dr.
Kulwinder Singh is an honest, simple and a distinct personality. He has spent many
years of his life tracing and bringing to the fore the forgotten treasures of Sikh
History.

Recognised as an expert and an authoritative scholar in deciphering old
Gurmukhi, Farsi and English documents, Dr Kulwinder Singh has revisited and
studied the journeys of European travellers in the early nineteenth century Punjab
and documented this untouched part of history of the times of Maharaja Ranjit
Singh.

He is now engaged in presenting a chronology of the history of Punjab as well
as researching the documents relating to the partition of Punjab in 1947.

Major Publications:
Early Nineteenth Century PUNJAB: Historicgl Analysis of European Travellers’
Literature (2009), W&l €% HYT AT &9 (FU%); A Brief History of Khalsa

College; HfTHT Ya™g 793 (FU™E®)

Present Address: Village Bodhe di Khui,
Batala, Gurdaspur

Contact No: +91 96460 12422

Email: bajwakulwindersingh@yahoo.in
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